APPENDIX
THE Irish Academy of Letters was publicly launched at
a meeting held in the Peacock Theatre (attached to the
Abbey) on September 18, 1932. Lennox Robinson, who
presided, read out the letter which had been addressed to
each of those invited to become " founder members/'
" DEAR SIR,
" We have at present in Ireland no organization
representing Belles Lettres, and consequently no means
whereby we Irish authors can make known our views,
nor any instrument by which action can be taken on our
behalf.
" There is in Ireland an official censorship possessing,
and actively exercising, powers of suppression which
may at any moment confine an Irish author to the British
and American market, and thereby make it impossible
for him to live by distinctive Irish literature.
"As our votes are counted by dozens instead of
thousands, and are therefore negligible, and as no election
can ever turn on our grievances, our sole defence lies
in the authority of our utterance. This, at least, is by
no means negligible, for in Ireland there is still a deep
respect for intellectual and poetic quality. In so far as
we represent that quality, we can count on a consideration
beyond all proportion to our numbers, but we cannot
exercise our influence unless we have an organ through
which we can address the public, or appeal collectively
and unanimously to the Government.
" We must therefore found an Academy of Belles
Lettres. Will you give us your name as one of the
founder members ?